
                   Little Worlds - The Living Soil 

You’ve learned that good soil is more than just ground-up rocks (in the form of sand, silt, and clay).  Besides the 
minerals that these contribute, soil is also filled with partly decomposed organic material (complex carbon contain-
ing molecules) that come from the remains of  plants, fungi, animals, protists and bacteria who are no longer alive.  
This carbon rich material is sometimes called humus.  There are also pockets of air (nitrogen, oxygen, etc.) in the 
soil.  There are molecules of water (H2O).  There could be various rather large tunneling vertebrate animals such as 
moles or chipmunks.  There are probably tunneling invertebrate animals (animals without backbones) such as earth-
worms, ants, beetle larvae, and roundworms.  There are living roots and seeds of various plants.  There are fungi with 
tiny but complex tissues called mycelia.  There are microscopic - but important - single celled protists and bacteria.   
All of these things work together to allow the materials of earth (the chemical elements of the solid, liquid and gas-
eous parts of our precious planet) to be continually recycled and recombined.  This recycling allows life to continue 
and flourish!        

1.  Please check off  any of the soil components you found outside today:
    

Rocks                       Sand                     Silt                             Clay 

Earthworms     Earthworm castings                   Ants                     Adult Beetles   
              

Larvae (of various insects)               Isopods (Pillbugs)                 Millipedes                  

Seeds            Mycorrhizal or other types of Fungi           Materials made by People                              

 Other interesting discoveries (List these.)

2.  Next write a couple sentences about what it would be like to be an 
inhabitant of the soil.  Can you imagine being an earthworm or a mole 
or a sprouting seed or some other being who lives in the ground?  It’s 
your choice!  If you were one of these creatures, what would you notice as 
you moved around your world?  Would you have eyes?  Would you travel 
about using your sense of smell, touch, hearing and sensitivity to vibra-
tions?  How would you move?  Who and what would be your enemies?  
What would be your food - your source of energy?  Perhaps you can re-
member some of today’s class discussion, or you could do some research 
to help you write a very interesting story (with illustrations if you like) on 
the back of this paper.              
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