
Name:........................   
      Observing, Drawing, and/or Describing Adaptations for Seed Dispersal  

We’ve learned that seeds are baby plants packed away inside of special structures, sometimes along with a supply of 
extra food.  If they can find a good place to grow, they will become adult plants with some of the characteristics of 
their parents (since they carry a combination of the genetic materials  / the DNA that they’ve inherited from them).  
If they all just drop down directly below their parent plants, the sprouting seeds will be very crowded and they won’t 
be able to benefit from growth opportunities in other places. 

We’ve been discussing some of the ways that seeds actually reach new places to grow. To say this using a different vo-
cabulary word, we’ve could say we’re been learning about how seeds are dispersed.  We’ve discovered that there are 
many ways that plants have evolved to solve this mobility challenge, and five of them are listed below.  Please write 
a sentence or draw a picture to better explain at least four of these dispersal adaptations.  Your work could include 
examples that you have personally observed today, or even questions about what was discussed or seen.

1. Wind-Powered Fliers:  Seeds that can be carried by the wind.

2. Tasty Travelers:  Seeds that are surrounded by tasty, edible, outer coverings (fruits).  The seeds of these plants are 
dispersed when the fruit is eaten by animals such as migrating birds, various mammals, and even reptiles such as 
turtles.

3. Hitchhikers:  Seeds equipped with barbs or hooks that can hitch a ride on the fur, feathers, or clothes of animals 
who are moving about.

4. Armored Seeds:  Seeds that are covered in a strong ‘armored’ shell.  These can only be transported and / or eaten 
by certain animals who can contend with the tough outer coating.  (Some of these seeds also reach new places by 
gravity since they are relatively heavy and can roll downhill.)

 

5. Jack-in-the-Box Seeds:  Seeds that are mechanically dispersed from their parent plants.  Common examples of 
these are the popping seed capsules of witch hazel or jewelweed.
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