
      Hummingbirds to Color and Fly

Edge of wings - actual size

  Trim out a drawing of the hummingbird.  Study some photographs if they are available and 
color your bird.  You can of course design your own color scheme!  Remember to color both sides.  If 
you’re planning to use the Ruby-Throated Hummingbird as your model, be aware that that the male has 
a bright patch of red feathers decorating his neck.  The female, in contrast, doesn’t have the red patch.  
Notice the placement of the bird’s eye, its shape and tilt.  Add an eye to the unprinted side of your bird. 
Now, he or she has two eyes for finding beautiful flowers filled with delicious, energy-filled nectar.  As 
these birds fly about finding their food, they’re also helping the plants with pollination.  This is a fine 
example of a coevolved relationship that benefits both living beings - a mutually beneficial partnership.
 For your hummingbird’s wings, choose an 8 inch square of tissue paper.  Fold the paper 
accordion style (valley and mountains) into long sections that are about 3/4 inch (2 cm.) wide.  To make 
the wings look even more like feathers, you can bend this long bundle of folded paper in half and cut 
the outer edges at an angle, scalloping them as shown in the inset.  Now cut along the short line on the 
hummingbird’s body that indicates the position of the wings.  Slide the long folded paper through the 
opening and position it in the middle so that there are two ‘wings’ of precisely the same length.  
 To let the bird fly,  put a small amount of glue on the inside surface of one of the still folded 
‘wings.’  Place about 2 inches of a 24 inch length of sky blue thread vertically along this upper half of the 
‘wing’ and then press the other ‘wing’ against the first. (They will be stretching up directly over the bird 
at this point.)  Make certain that the thread (your bird’s leash) is firmly glued in place between the tissue 
paper of the two wings.  Next, gently fan out the folded feathers.  Hold onto the thread and let your bird 
begin to hover in the air.  Perhaps you’ll take your hummingbird out for a flight to a nearby garden or 
meadow.  We hope you find many flowers.
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